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One transaction of that sort and their fees are paid and there's
nothing doing any more with either client. On the other
hand, an unsatisfactory servant or a tiresome mistress is
back in the office in a month or so, and the turnover is
resumed. Evangeline's Registry had a small regiment of
plausible but ultimately unsatisfying domestics and a number
of amiable, prosperous-looking but temperamental mistresses,
upon its books, and it couldn't have carried on without them.
Trouble arose because two girls objected rather markedly to
having " that Mr Tewler " hanging about the house all day,
'* You didn't know what he might be up to. He'd follow you
into a bedroom or anything." Others didn't like being
single-handed with a mistress who never came into the
kitchen for a friendly word, one objected to Mrs Tewler
wanting chocolate or cocoa in bed, and so forth. And one
woman refused to wear a cap and apron, and one had a sniff
that Evangeline simply could not stand. This state of domes-
tic instability seemed likely to become chronic until a friend
of Millie Chaser's produced the one possible person in a
certain Mrs Butter.
There were explanations to be made about this Mrs Butter.
She wasn't to be called by her Christian name ; she was to
be Mrs Butter, and her title was to be housekeeper-general.
These points conceded she was all complaisance.
" You see," said Millie Chaser, " she just wants to be alone.
She's had a tragic time. She wants work, she says, to occupy
her mind, and she does not want to have to talk to people.
She has to make a living. She was an orphan or something
and lived with an aunt who wanted her out of the way
because she had daughters of her own. So when a fellow
turned up and wanted to many her, she married him, and he
turned out the mostjrightful blackguard. Frightful, my dear,
Took her bit of property, every penny, drank, beat her.
Actually beat her. Kicked her and beat her when she was
going to have a child. She was taken to hospital. The
poor little baby died in a month, he had injured it in some
way, and she went out of her mind about it and tried to kill
herself. When she began to recover, she found this husband

